CHAPTER VIII
RETROSPECT
In the preceding pages we have given the history
of the peoples of Asia, of great empires,, and of mighty
men of arms, They have passed out of sight but the
vision remains, a vision soaked in blood, of fame written
on the tide of water, of little men moving mountains.
Empires arose, extended, decayed. They were built
and destroyed. Man built them, man destroyed
them. Man perished as he built, perished as he des-
troyed. And yet he alone is the residue, standing
amidst the ruins like a Colossus, trowel in hand.
He was the elemental unit, the basic factor, in
the building of empires, egged on and whipped to
action. Empires develop their own nature. Exer-
tion and exhaustion is their inevitable lot. Within
they totalize, without they aggress, subjugate, enslave.
One may be more or less ruthless than another but
their traits are the same: their constituents do not
essentially differ. They appropriate heterogeneous ele-
ments which break asunder when the central knot
that holds them together loosens, and they dis-
member. A congeries of nations is held by artificial
force. Clashing interests interacting on one another
are assembled together and held by an unreal cord
and the sockets open up and tenons fly apart when
the fibres wither and the cord snaps. Diverse peoples,
curious tongues, multiform beliefs and modes of wor-
ship, multitudes of men compelled to work for others,
all are huddled together in an inorganic whole;
all get at loggerheads with one another and together
they work the ruin. The Egpyptians, the Babylonians,
the Persians, and the Assyrians, the most unrelenting
of them all, walked the same end, met the same fate.